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even count the number of noughts on their cheques and always sign
their names with a cross. These are the men you should be after, they are
worth getting, conquering and putting in their place. I advised these
good girls not to behave like victors squabbling over their losses but as
sensible women, living in brotherly love."
This story reminded me of a co-educational school built by the
County Council in a neighbouring town. The building was one but
the headmaster made the girls walk out of one door and the boys out of
another, they were not allowed to play or to sit together and they prayed
to the same God in separate batches. How quickly we fall apart. G.B.S.
said:
"One of the first things the new Government should do is to introduce
the coupled Vote. A good slogan would be: the coupled Vote for all
single-minded people. The next thing, of course, should be an alphabet
of forty-two letters. I am probably the only single-minded person left.
In the recent election I gave my coupon to an Independent, a Communist
and a Labour man, and I daresay if a suitable Conservative had asked me
I would have given it to him as well."
"No, no, you wouldn't be the Vicar of Bray, though you live in
the Rectory!"
"The Vicar of Bray has always been my favourite character." G.B.S.
fell into singing the song. He knew every word of it and insisted on
singing it to the last verse. His voice was fresh and buoyant and his accom-
panying gestures were so full of fun that one had to join in. I said:
"You should have sung this at the Hostel, mechanic and draughtsman
would have forgotten their differences in their new-found enthusiasm
for the Vicar/'
"I often get letters addressed to the Reverend George B. Shaw.
You can deceive people some of the time, but they ultimately discover
your true vocation. As a Quaker I would make an excellent Archbishop.
Though I am not unaccustomed to talking, my worship is always silent.
Luckily the churches are empty, so I can slip in and commune with the
Life Force. As a professional morality-monger I am always prepared
to repair worn-out moralities. Remember, the objection to all progress
is that it is immoral, the church is in need of more immorality."
"Your qualifications are beyond dispute. Many years ago you wrote:
'who am I to be just?' and recently you wrote again: 'men must learn
to be kind and just to those whom they very properly hate' and now
you are even prepared to rule out hate. You are coming on nicely."